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People and Places Agenda 12th July 2021 
 

 

 DRAFT 
Minutes of the Remote Meeting of  
the People and Places Committee 

held via BT Telephone Conferencing on Monday 12th July 2021 at 7pm  
 
Present:  Cllr E Bryn   Cllr C Blair 

Cllr T Christopher (Chair) Cllr A Dewhurst   
  Cllr M Feakins  Cllr J Gunter 
  Cllr J Lucas   Cllr R Roden 

Cllr R Smith   Cllr J Treharne 
Cllr S White 

   
  P. Morgan (Town Clerk & RFO) 
  B. Handley (Litter Group)   

2 Members of press and public 
 

Agenda 
Item No. 

Details Action 

023/PP/21 Attendance and apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Breeze, Jackson-
Graham, Jones and Jupp. 
 

 

024/PP/21 Declarations of Members interest and dispensations 
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda in 
accordance with Part 111 of the Local Government Act 2000, which 
established the Local Government Code of Conduct for Members. 
 
No declarations of interest were made under this item. 
 
(However, Cllrs Bryn and Blair declared a personal interest at 
031/PP/21 when Transition Monmouth was introduced into the 
discussion at the start of that item.) 
 

 

025/PP/21 Minutes 
To confirm and sign, as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting 
held on Monday 14th June 2021. 
 
It was resolved to confirm the minutes of the meeting on 14th June 
2021 as a true record. 
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026/PP/21 Public Participation 
To hear comments from members of the public on items to be 
discussed on the agenda. 
 
No requests to speak were received from members of the public. 
 

 

027/PP/21 Payments and Budgets 
To approve any unpaid invoices for payment, payments and late 
payments and to note budget details.  
 
It was resolved to approve unpaid invoices for payment, payments, 
late payments (including £120.00 to Mr Ned Heywood for the repair 
of the Millennium Wheel) and to note budget details. 
 

 

028/PP/21 Monmouth Litter Group  
To welcome Mr. B. Handley of the Litter Group and to consider and 
agree supporting the following projects:  
 
It was resolved to suspend Standing Orders to allow Mr Handley to 
speak at the meeting. 
 

a)  Rubbish in the Rivers 
 

It was confirmed that the Litter Group have sourced a boom to 
go across the lower Monnow river.  It is planned to place the 
boom between the A40 and the confluence of the rivers Wye and 
Monnow to capture rubbish from the topmost part of the river.  
Such items as gloves, paper and other deris are expected to be 
captured and the Litter Group hope that with the information 
gathered on the type and amount of rubbish going into the river 
(and potentially into the sea) further actions can be undertaken 
to address the situation. 
 
The Litter Group had initially thought to use a net but Natural 
Resources Wales rejected this method.  It is planned to string 
the boom between trees on each side of the river with no 
expected impact on the wildlife. It is believed that the siting of the 
equipment in a quiet location should mean it is not tampered 
with.  The boom will be monitored daily by members of the Litter 
Group.  The Council agreed to notify the police and ask that they 
assist with the monitoring.  The Council was asked whether they 
would allow the boom to be installed but it was confirmed that 
the Town Council did not own the land in question.  The Litter 
Group were advised to contact Monmouthshire County Council 
(MCC) to seek permission. 

 
The Chair stated that he would write to Mr. J. Handley to thank 
him for his efforts with litter collection in Monmouth. 

 
b)  Litter Group Competition 
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It was confirmed that the plan was to be more of an initiative 
rather than a competition.  
 
It was resolved to rename this item from Litter Group 
Competition to Young People Initiative. 

 
The Haberdashers and Comprehensive Schools in Monmouth 
had been approached by the Litter Group to participate in the 
battle against litter.  Head girls and boys, their deputies and sixth 
form students had been contacted to help with a social media 
campaign.  The working slogan for the campaign is “Love 
Monmouth – Hate Litter”.  It was noted that when the initiative is 
fully established information could be included on the Council 
website. 
 
It was affirmed by Councillors that the residents of Monmouth 
are lucky and grateful to have such a proactive Litter Group. 

 
It was resolved to reinstate Standing Orders at the meeting. 
 

029/PP/21 Historical Town of Monmouth 
To discuss and agree the formation of a task and finish group to 
investigate the viability of making Monmouth a Historical and 
Archaeological Town. 
 
There was consensus that a greater understanding and knowledge 
of Monmouth’s historical past could raise the profile of the town and 
promote tourism.  Comments were raised that this work should not 
replace Place Plan public consultation. It was considered that 
relevant organisations such as MCC, the Historic Society and local 
historic reenactment groups should be involved in the process. 
 

a) It was resolved to form a Historical and Archaeological Town 
Task and Finish Group. 
 

b) It was resolved that the Historical and Archaeological Town 
Task and Finish Group would comprise Cllrs Bryn, 
Christopher, Dewhurst, Feakins and White. 

 

 

030/PP/21 Contingency for Dog Waste Bins 
To consider and agree a contingency plan for the collection of dog 
waste in the event that the current contractor ceases to trade. 
 
A meeting on the issue of dog waste collection had been held by 
MCC with the local Town and Community Councils.  Concern had 
been raised due to the recent price increase and the fact that no 
local councils have a formal contract with the contractor (Merlin 
Waste).  It was agreed that the MTC has no real option other than to 
continue in the same manner.  It was reported that if the current 
contractor ceased to operate then MCC would take over the 
collection service.  It was noted that a meeting was to be arranged 
between Merlin Waste, MCC and a small number of Town and 
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Community Council representatives to discuss the ongoing 
situation. 
 

a) It was resolved to continue with the current dog waste 
contractor until it should become necessary to consult with 
MCC for them to provide this service. 
 

b) It was resolved to put forward Cllrs Christopher and 
Dewhurst to attend and represent Monmouth Town Council 
at the Merlin Waste, MCC and Community Council meeting 
(if it had not already been held). 

 

031/PP/21 Willow Arch “Pont Obaith” (EB) 
To agree a procedure for the loan of the Willow Arch “Pont Obaith” 
for community events and to delegate authority to the Town Clerk/ 
RFO. 
 
Cllrs Blair and Bryn declared a personal interest in this item. 
 
It was noted that the willow arch had been purchased by the Town 
Council for first use as part of last year’s Christmas event but that it 
could last up to 10 years if it is properly cared for and stored.  It is 
currently stored at Humble By Nature. If requested for use at an 
event, the weaver who made it could collect the arch and install it at 
the desired location at a cost of between £150 to £200.  
Consideration was given to the possibility of gifting the arch to 
Transition Monmouth for them to loan out for community use.   It 
was noted that a request to use the arch had already been made by 
the Bee Festival due to take place on 1st August 2021. 
 
a)  It was resolved to donate the willow arch to Transition 
Monmouth for loan to community events, if they are willing to accept 
it. 
 
b)  It was resolved that should Transition Monmouth not take 
ownership of the item in a suitable timescale, the Town Clerk & RFO 
would have delegated authority to grant use of the willow arch to the 
Bee Festival on the proviso that the event organisers cover all costs 
and liability. 
 

 

032/PP/21 Beictown 2021 
To note the final expenditure for Beictown 2021 (approved through 
delegated authority). 
 
The Town Clerk & RFO reminded Councillors to ensure formal 
approval is received before committing to expenditure. 
 
It was resolved to note the final expenditure for Beictown 2021 
which had been approved through delegated authority. 
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033/PP/21 Planters in Monmouth  
To discuss and agree any additional costs for the maintenance of 4 
planters in the picnic area at Blestium Street. 
 
MCC have agreed with the Rotary Monmouth Community 
Champions to provide 4 additional wooden planters in the Blestium 
Street picnic area.  Monmouth Town Council had been asked to 
cover the cost of maintaining these planters.  It was commented that 
trees in this vicinity would be beneficial.  However, it was stated that 
care would need to be taken in siting trees due to the shallow 
topsoil. It was noted that the Levelling Up Fund bid may help 
improve the area in a more cohesive manner. 
 
It was resolved to approve the additional expenditure of up to £720 
for the remaining period of the financial year to cover the cost of 
maintaining the 4 new planters in Blestium Street (Floral Contract 
code 4354). 
 

 

034/PP/21 Growing Spaces Town Grant 
To consider and agree an extension of time for Growing Spaces to 
spend the Community Grant awarded in June 2020 for the sum of 
£1875. 
 
It was resolved to agree an extension of time for Growing Spaces 
to spend the Community Grant awarded in June 2020 for the sum of 
£1875. 
 

 

035/PP/21 Plastic Free Monmouth 
To appoint a Lead Councillor for Plastic Free Monmouth Task and 
Finish Group.  
 
A volunteer was not immediately forthcoming for the role of Lead 
Councillor for the Plastic Free Monmouth Task and Finish Group. 
 
It was resolved that any Councillor willing to be the Lead Councillor 
for Plastic Free Monmouth Task and Finish Group should notify the 
Town Clerk & RFO to then be allocated the role. 
 

 

036/PP/21 Working Group Update 
To receive an update from the relevant working groups. 

a) Town Amenities 
 

It was confirmed that a meeting had recently been held, the 
Christmas Lights tender information discussed and the 
documents sent out/publicised for contractor quotes. 

 
b) Litter Group 

 
This group’s activities had been covered earlier in the meeting.  
A large group of canoeists visiting Monmouth had been greeted 
by the representatives of the Litter Group.  The Litter Group were 
also involved in the plans for the Future festival in September. 
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c) Active Travel, Pedestrian & Transport 

 
A meeting was held last week and had centred on the potential 
for an advocacy scheme and discussion of the Frome e-bike 
loan initiative. 

 
d) Climate Emergency (ACE Monmouth) 
 
It was noted that Beictown last month had been a great success 
and the ACE Monmouth Future Festival is in planning. 
 
e) Agincourt St Toilets 
 
It was confirmed that a site meeting with MCC is to be 
undertaken to ascertain the works required. 
 
f) Bee Friendly (Caru Gwenyn) 

 
It was noted that the planting and flowers within the town are 
working well and the Bee Festival is at end-July/beginning of 
August. 

 
g) School Council Liaison 

 
Further liaison is expected after the school holidays with the 
Council to write asking for further involvement.  The already 
reported Litter Group media campaign was welcomed. 

 
h) Agincourt Square Phone Box 

 
There was nothing of note to report.  

 

037/PP/21 Update on Action Summary 

To update the Action Summary. 

 
No items of note were provided. 
  

 

038/PP/21 Items for Discussion at Next Meeting 

To agree any future items for discussion. 

 
It was suggested that Cllr Lucas be asked for an update on the Wye 
Bridge project at the next People and Places meeting. 
 

 

039/PP/21 Press Release 

To determine whether any Press Releases are required.  

 
It was suggested by the Chair that Mr Were of the Monmouthshire 
Beacon, who was in attendance at the meeting, would perhaps wish 
to produce an article from meeting content. 
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040/PP/21 Date of Next Meeting 
To note the date for the next meeting is scheduled for Monday 13th 

September 2021. 

 

 

 

Meeting Closed: 20:32 hrs 


