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People and Places Minutes 14th June 2021 

Minutes of the Remote Meeting of  
the People and Places Committee 

held via BT Telephone Conferencing on Monday 14th June 2021 at 7pm 

Present: Cllr E Bryn Cllr C Blair 
Cllr T Christopher (Chair) Cllr A Dewhurst 
Cllr M Feakins Cllr J Gunter 
Cllr K Jackson-Graham Cllr J Lucas (arrived late) 
Cllr R Smith  Cllr J Treharne 
Cllr R Roden  Cllr S White 

P. Morgan (Town Clerk/ RFO)
C. Williams (Administration Officer)
3 Members of press and public

Agenda 
Item No. 

Details Action 

001/PP/21 To Elect a Chair of the People and Places Committee 
To receive nominations and to elect a Committee Chair for the 
mayoral year 2021-22. 

Cllr White nominated Cllr Christopher as Chair of the People 
and Places Committee.  Cllr Smith seconded the nomination. 

Cllr Bryn nominated Cllr Blair as Chair of the People and Places 
Committee.  Cllr Jackson-Graham seconded the nomination. 

A named vote was requested. 

For Cllr Blair: Cllrs Blair, Bryn and Jackson-Graham (3). 
For Cllr Christopher: Cllrs Christopher, Dewhurst, Feakins, 
Gunter, Roden, Smith, Treharne and White (8). 

It was resolved to elect Cllr Christopher as Chair of the People 
and Places Committee for 2021-22. 
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002/PP/21 To Elect a Deputy Chair of the People and Places 
Committee 
To receive nominations and to elect a Committee Deputy Chair 
for the mayoral year 2021-22. 
 
Cllr Feakins nominated Cllr Roden as Deputy Chair of the 
People and Places Committee.  Cllr Dewhurst seconded the 
nomination.  
 
Cllr Jackson-Graham nominated Cllr Blair as Deputy Chair of 
the People and Places Committee.  Cllr Bryn seconded the 
nomination. 
 
A named vote was requested. 
 
For Cllr Blair: Cllrs Blair, Bryn and Jackson-Graham (3). 
For Cllr Roden: Cllrs Christopher, Dewhurst, Feakins, Gunter, 
Roden, Smith, Treharne and White (8). 
 
It was resolved to elect Cllr Roden as Deputy Chair of the 
People and Places Committee for 2021-22. 
 

 

003/PP/21 Attendance and apologies for absence 
To receive apologies for absence.  
 
An apology was received and accepted from Cllr Jupp. A late 
apology was received from Cllr Breeze. No apologies were 
received from Cllrs Jones or Legg.  Cllr Lucas joined the 
meeting late.  
 

 

004/PP/21 Declarations of Members interest and dispensations 
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda in 
accordance with Part 111 of the Local Government Act 2000, 
which established the Local Government Code of Conduct for 
Members. 
 
Cllr Jackson-Graham declared a personal interest in agenda 
item 10 as she has a work/other link. 
 

 

005/PP/21 Minutes 
To confirm, as a correct record, the minutes of the meeting held 
on Monday 10th May 2021. 
 
It was resolved to confirm the minutes of the meeting on 10th 
May 2021 as a true record.  
 

 

006/PP/21 Public Participation 
To hear comments from members of the public on items to be 
discussed on the agenda. 
 
No requests to speak were received from members of the 

public.  
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007/PP/21 Payments and Budgets 
To approve any payments/late payments and to note budget 
details. 
 
It was resolved to note the budget details to date. There were 
no payments to consider for approval. 
 

 

008/PP/21 Working Group and Task and Finish Groups 
i) To confirm the Lead Councillor for each Working Group 

and Task and Finish Group of the People and Places 
Committee. 

 
(a) It was resolved to appoint the following as Lead 
Councillors:  

• Town Amenities Working Group: Cllr Terry 
Christopher 

• Litter Group: Cllr Anthea Dewhurst 

• Active Travel, Pedestrian & Transport: Cllr Emma 
Bryn  

• Wye Bridge Pedestrian Footbridge: Cllr Jane 
Lucas 

• Cemetery Working Group: Cllr Terry Christopher 

• Coach Parking Provision: Cllr Richard Roden 

• Hereford Road Parking: Cllr Jane Lucas 

• Climate Emergency (ACE Monmouth): Cllr Claudia 
Blair 

• Plastic Free Monmouth: Cllr Emma Bryn  

• Agincourt St Toilets: Cllr Richard Roden  

• Bee Friendly (Caru Gwenyn): Cllr Anthea 
Dewhurst 

• School Council Liaison: Cllr Terry Christopher 

• Christmas Lantern Parade: Cllr Emma Bryn  

• Agincourt Square Phone Box: Cllr Emma Bryn 
 
(b) It was resolved to disband the War Memorial Garden 
Task and Finish group as the task has been completed.  

 
ii) To confirm the protocol for the management of working 

groups with a particular focus on the distribution of 
agendas and notes from any meetings held.   

 
Councillors noted that the suggestions included in the 
report are reasonable.  It was noted that it may not be 
possible for Officers to be in attendance for every working 
group meeting but the staff will use their best endeavours 
to attend when requested. 
 
Councillors agreed that it was beneficial to have the 
Officers publish notes on behalf of the Working Groups.  It 
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was noted that there was no need for a template for 
agendas or minutes.   
 
It was resolved to accept the protocol for the management 
of Working Groups and Task and Finish Groups.  

 

009/PP/21 Removal of Payphone on Monnow Street (deferred from 
10.05.2021) 
To consider the proposed removal of the payphone in Monnow 
Street and to agree a response to the same.  
 
It was noted that the payphone was still relatively well used 
despite the pandemic and could be a lifeline for many people 
who live in or visit the town.   Councillors noted that the current 
phone box is modern despite being situated in a heritage site 
and that they would prefer a traditional red phone box. 
 
It was resolved to write to BT to support the retention of the 
payphone as it is well used and an important facility.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C. Williams 

010/PP/21 Town History Banners 
i) To receive an update on the redesign of the history 

banners including the provision for the Welsh language. 
 

It was noted that following a working group meeting on 10th 
June that it would be better to reinstate the initial 14 
banners plus an additional 2 (16 total) with a view to 
agreeing a budget for a complete overhaul of design and 
fittings for Summer 2022. It was also noted that there 
would still be some design changes in the banners for 
Summer 2021.  
 
Discussions were held regarding the material that should 
be used for the banners as some Councillors were keen to 
ensure a minimal amount of plastic.  The Officer noted that 
the banners produced by Chilli Pepper Signs are disposed 
of by a company that is a “waste to energy” company (the 
banners are not put into landfill). Some Councillors stated 
that the banners would not be single-use plastic and so 
would still be compliant with Monmouth’s Plastic Free 
status that focuses on reducing the use of single-use 
plastic.  
  
It was noted that the working group recommended that the 
Welsh language should be included on the banners with 
the suggestion that one side be in English and the other 
Welsh.  

 
ii) To agree a budget for the design and installation of the 

new banners.  
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Councillors agreed that it was important to have the new 
banners in place for Summer 2021 and it was noted that 
Platform One had estimated a time frame of 6 weeks for 
the design, manufacture and installation of the banners. 

 
(a) It was resolved to agree a budget of up to £4000.00 
from the Town Maintenance budget (code 4310) for the 
design, manufacture and installation of 16 history 
banners to be displayed on Monnow Street with 
delegated authority to the Town Clerk/ RFO. 

 
(b) It was resolved to include a review of the history 
banners and their fixtures for the summer of 2022 as 
part of the budget setting for 2022-23. 

 

 
 
 
Town Clerk/ 
RFO 
 
 

011/PP/21 Monmouth War Memorial 
i) To agree to the procurement of a full condition survey 

including a valuation and assessment of maintenance 
costs for the Monmouth War Memorial. 

 
It was noted that Ursells are local (Ross-on Wye) and are a 
well-known, reputable company. 

 
(a) It was resolved to delegate authority to the Town 
Clerk/ RFO to approach Ursells to request they match 
the report price of the War Memorial Conservation 
Company but offer less of a price reduction on any 
future works (as per their quote).   

 
(b) If Ursells are unable to match the quote from the War 
Memorial Conservation Company (WMCC), it was 
resolved to confirm the instruction of WMCC to 
complete the survey of the War Memorial in Monmouth.    

 
ii) To confirm the date of the first meeting of the War 

Memorial Task and Finish Group. 
 

It was resolved that the Chair of the People and Places 
Committee would liaise with the Working Group members 
to confirm a meeting date.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Town Clerk/ 
RFO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Christopher 

012/PP/21 Millennium Wheel  
To note the costs of repair to the Millennium Wheel following 
recent damage to the same up to a value of £150. 
 
The Chair thanked Mr N Williams of Rotary Community 
Champions and the potter, Mr N Heywood, for responding so 
quickly to the matter.  
 
It was resolved to note that delegated authority under Financial 
Regulation 4.1 was used to approve the payment for repairs to 
the Millennium Wheel. 
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It was resolved to write a letter of thanks to Mr N Williams for 
his prompt action in assisting the Council.  
 

 
Town Clerk/ 
RFO 

013/PP/21 Dr Bike Banner  
To retrospectively agree the purchase of the banner for the Dr 
Bike event due to take place on 27th June 2021 at a cost of 
£52.00 plus VAT (budget code 4324). 
 
It was noted that the Town Clerk and Chair of Council used 
delegated authority to pay the invoice for both the banner and 
information posters for the Dr Bike event.  
 
The Town Clerk reminded Councillors that retrospective funding 
should not be sought as a starting point and instead proper 
process should be adhered to with appropriate prior approval 
gained. Furthermore, the Town Clerk reminded all that no 
Councillors or members of public should authorise payments on 
behalf of the Town Council and that they might find themselves 
in a position where such expenditure was not reimbursed. 
 

 

014/PP/21 Jubilee Fountain Project 
To consider and approve an extension of time to April 2022 for 
the Jubilee Fountain Project to hold the sum of £2750 granted 
by Monmouth Town Council for the purpose of the renovation of 
the fountain and undertaking a people engagement plan.    
 
The Lead Councillor for the project provided a further verbal 
update to the committee. Councillors agreed that the project 
should be supported as the effort they have put in to date is 
well-appreciated. Councillors hoped that the funding application 
to Heritage Lottery Fund would be successful. 
 
It was resolved to agree to an extension of time until April 2022 
for the Jubilee Fountain Project to hold the funds of £2750 
granted by Monmouth Town Council, in the hope that funding 
could be secured from Heritage Lottery Fund in due course. 
 

 
 
 
 

015/PP/21 Monmouth Town Field Quantified Tree Risk Assessment 
(QTRA) 
To note the QTRA completed by Monmouthshire County 
Council in respect of the trees sited on the Town Field. 
 
Councillors noted that the report  recommended that a further 
review is carried out in one year, as there are signs of Ash Die 
Back in some of the trees. 
 
It was resolved to note the completed QTRA for all trees on the 
Monmouth Town Field.  
 

 

016/PP/21 Christmas Event 
To agree the budget for the Christmas Event 2021.  
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A request was made that a portion of the £7000 budget could be 
used to enable the Christmas Lantern Parade Task and Finish 
Group to consider booking entertainment for 2021’s event.  
 
It was resolved to delegate authority to Town Clerk/ RFO to 
approve payments for the Christmas Lantern Parade (as 
recommended by the Christmas Lantern Parade Task and 
Finish Group) up to a budget of £1500. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Town Clerk/ 
RFO 

017/PP/21 Monmouth Viaduct 
To discuss the poor state of the Monmouth Viaduct and to agree 
any action arising from the same. 
 
It was noted that the viaduct is falling into a state of disrepair 
and Councillor’s were concerned that the monument would be 
lost.  There is also a health and safety concern regarding falling 
stones.  Councillors considered whether Monmouthshire County 
Council (MCC) could impose Health and Safety restrictions on 
the area.  It was noted that the monument is not listed.  
 
It was resolved to write to the Rights of Way Officer of MCC 
informing him of the Committee’s concerns and to request 
further investigation of the viaduct issue.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C. Williams 

018/PP/21 Working Group Update 
To receive an update from the relevant working groups. 

a) Town Amenities Working Group 
No further update provided.  

 
b) Litter Group 

The group plans to be involved with the ACE Monmouth 
Future Festival in September and has spent time 
preparing the Dog Waste Policy recently adopted by 
MTC.   

 
c) Active Travel, Pedestrian & Transport 

The last meeting was held on 10th June 2021 and notes 
from the meeting will be circulated this week.  The Lead 
Councillor confirmed that a number of initiatives are 
currently being discussed. 
 

d) Climate Emergency (ACE Monmouth) 
It was noted that the Working Group has not met for 
some time.  However, the festival group is meeting 
regularly to make plans for September. 

 
e) Agincourt Street Toilets 

The Lead Councillor confirmed that they are waiting for a 
response from MCC regarding costs to update the toilets. 
It was agreed to add this working group to the Action 
Summary. 

 



   
 

People and Places Minutes 14th June 2021 

 
20:25 Jane Lucas joined the meeting 
 

f) Bee Friendly (Caru Gwenyn) 
The Lead Councillor confirmed that there had been 
recent press interest as the first anniversary of the award 
had recently passed and, therefore, the working group 
prepared 2 press releases for publication. 

g) School Council Liaison  
It was agreed to write to Monmouth Comprehensive 
School to make them aware of the Councillors’ interest in 
attending the school council liaison meetings when 
COVID guidelines allow them to.   

 
h) Agincourt Square Phone Box 

There was nothing of note to report.  
 

019/PP/21 Update on Action Summary 

To update the Action Summary. 

 
The Officer advised the Councillors of the following:  
 
20A Monnow Street - MCC were due to meet with the agents of 
the building to discuss schemes that may be of benefit to the 
building. 
 
Policing in Monmouth - No update but it was agreed to invite the 
Police Commissioner to a specific meeting rather than leave the 
invitation open.   
  

 

020/PP/21 Items for Discussion at Next Meeting 

To agree any future items for discussion. 

 
No future items for discussion were provided.  
 

 

021/PP/21 Press Release 

To determine whether any Press Releases are required.  

 

It was confirmed that the Reporter for the Monmouthshire 

Beacon will now be attending the meetings when able to do so.  

 

It was resolved to delegate the decision regarding a press 

release to the Chair and Town Clerk/RFO. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Christopher/ 
Town Clerk 

022/PP/21 Date of Next Meeting 
To note the date for the next meeting is scheduled for Monday 

12th July 2021.  

 

 

 

Meeting Closed: 20:32 


